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Abstract

The Virtues of Christian's Spirituality Development
- based on 2 Peter 1:1-11 -

Prof. Dr. Young Hyo Im

This paper deals with virtues of Christian’s spirituality
development. The ultimate goal of spirituality development is
to imitate Jesus Christ who is the whole image of God. To
imitate Jesus is to be changed into the true self. However,
contemporary Christians are satisfied with just being called
Christian.

Especially, Korean Christians are said to be lost the harmony
and balance on spirituality development. They are thinking that
spirituality is one thing, and actual life is different thing. Thus
Korean churches should complement the weakness parts of
spirituality development and establish the right spirituality
theology.

In this paper, the foundation of spirituality development, the
necessity of spirituality development, the eight means of spirituality
development, and the results of spirituality development are
discussed on the basis of chapter 1 of 2 Peter.

Specially, 2 Peter 1:5-7 shows the concrete virtues of spirituality
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development in order to nourish the divine character of the
Christians. Chapter 1 of 2 Peter indicates that the spirituality
development of Christians does not occur in non activity or
non willingness. It shows that spiritual growth does not happen
automatically and the life of grace does not exclude the efforts
of spirituality development.

The divine spirituality development is based upon God’s
salvation work which was accomplished in Jesus Christ(2 Peter
1:1). The reason of Christians’ participation is that God provided
every promise and resources for this spirituality development(2
Peter 1:3-4). Accordingly, The efforts of spiritual growth is not
the option but the mandatory for every Christian.

In conclusion, when Christians continually nourish these
virtues, they are able to stand firmly in every environment, also
are convinced of their salvation, and to enter the kingdom of

God without apostacy.

Keywords | spirituality development, spiritual growth,
divine character, virtue, apostacy, the image
of God
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5. 349 7re) 7}
(The Results of of Spirituality Development)
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68) Michael Green, op. cit., 73.
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223 Z(CH. Spurgeon)> 241 7} B34 & 2 A| 8h= Al o] T18] 2~ %Q1S Y &35}
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UTH=E A A AR M E2 A3 A, HEE AL 1990, p. 493).
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17 1089] “U3)7k AL WS AAEA AEA ohsteler
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131 91t} John A. Bengel, Bengel 's New Testament Commentary, vol. 2, (Grand Rapids:
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73) Norman Hillyer, op. cit., p. 169.
74) William Barclay, op. cit., p. 307.
75) Richard J. Bauckham, op. cit., p. 191.
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76) Thomas R. Schreiner, op. cit., p. 301.
77) John A. Bengel, Bengel’s New Testament Commentary, vol. 2, (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publication, 1981), p. 765.
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6. 4 Z(Conclusion)
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